
"THIS IS THE KIND OF OLD SCHOOL JAZZ THAT BEATNIKS AND OTHER CULTURAL
OUTLAWS USED TO GROOVE TO, BUT WALTER'S BEATING IT UP AND TAKING IT TO
SCHOOLS YET TO BE ERECTED." (SAN DIEGO DAILY)

ROBERT WALTER IS BUILDING A REPUTATION AS ONE OF
AMERICA 'S  HEAV IEST  JAZZ-FUNK KEYBOARDIST S .  AS  A
FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE GREYBOY ALLSTARS, HE TOURED
THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA AND EUROPE WITH THE GROUP
FOR FIVE YEARS. ALONG THE WAY, HE CONTRIBUTED TO THE
SOUNDTRACK OF THE MAJOR MOTION PICTURE "ZERO EFFECT"
AND HAS PERFORMED AND RECORDED WITH SUCH JAZZ AND
FUNK HEAVYWEIGHTS AS FRED WESLEY, GARY BARTZ, MELVIN
SPARKS, ANDY BEY AND REUBEN WILSON.

NOW 30 YEARS OF AGE, ROBERT LEADS A NEW BAND WITH A
NEW GROOVE AND A RAPIDLY GROWING FOLLOWING. ROBERT
WALTER'S 20TH CONGRESS FEATURES ROBERT ON ELECTRIC
PIANO AND ORGAN, COCHEMEA "CHEME" GASTELUM ON ALTO
SAX, ELECTRIC SAX AND FLUTE, CHRIS STILLWELL ON BASS
AND GEORGE SLUPPICK ON DRUMS. THEY'VE BEEN TOURING
THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA SINCE NOVEMBER 1998 AND
HAVE JUST RELEASED THEIR DEBUT FULL-LENGTH RECORDING
"MONEY SHOT" ON SAN FRANCISCO'S FOG CITY RECORDS. 

THE TWENTIETH CONGRESS SOUND IS OFTEN LABELED "GROOVE JAZZ", ALTHOUGH ON A SONG BY SONG
BASIS THE BAND'S CENTER OF GRAVITY MAY BE MORE PRECISELY CALLED FUNK, SOUL JAZZ, OR
BOOGALOO. ALL OF THAT GENRE CROSS-POLLINATION (AND SOME HEAVY EXPERIMENTATION WITH ECHO
AND EFFECTS) MIGHT MAKE "FUSION" A BETTER LABEL FOR THE BAND, IF IT WEREN'T FOR THE
UNFORTUNATE "STUDIO NERD" IMAGE THAT THE TERM IS NOW ASSOCIATED WITH. WHILE ROBERT'S OWN
SONGWRITING (AND CHEME'S SOLOS) MAY HAVE A HARMONIC COMPLEXITY THAT IS FOUND MORE OFTEN
IN MID-70S FUSION THAN IN MOST OF TODAY'S "FUNK BANDS", THE TWENTIETH CONGRESS' RHYTHM
SECTION CULTIVATES A VIBE FROM AN EARLIER, SWEATIER JAZZ TRADITION. AS ROBERT PUTS IT, "THE
PROBLEM I HAVE WITH SOME OF THE HARDCORE JAZZBOS IS THAT THEY SEEM SORT OF COOKIE-CUTTER
IN THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER FORMS OF MUSIC AND COMPOSITION. I LIKE TO PLAY AROUND WITH
IDEAS, AND GET INTO IMPROVISATION AND ALL THAT, BUT IT'S GOT TO BE SOMETHING THAT MAKES
PEOPLE MOVE. AND THAT'S REALLY WHERE JAZZ STARTED OUT. PEOPLE FORGET THAT." 

GROWING UP, WALTER ATTENDED THE SCHOOL OF CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS IN SAN DIEGO,
STUDYING CLASSICAL HARMONY AND PIANO. HE PLAYED IN MANY BLUES AND ROCK BANDS, INITIALLY
AS A DRUMMER, AND WAS A FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE SAN DIEGO FUNK BAND DADDY LONG LEGGS. IN
ADDITION TO HIS JAZZ AND FUNK PURSUITS, WALTER REGULARLY PERFORMS ON ROCK RECORDS,
INCLUDING THREE ALBUMS BY AVANT PUNK GROUP CREEDLE AND AN UPCOMING A&M RECORDS
RELEASE BY FOLK POP SONGWRITER GARY JULES. 

LAST FALL THE BAND OPENED FOR HERBIE HANCOCK IN BOULDER, COLORADO. ACCORDING TO THE
COLORADO DAILY'S DAVE KIRBY, "WALTER'S SET WAS A CLEAN, TIGHT, TOUGH-AS-NAILS SERVING OF
FUNK-BASED JAZZ AND POST-SWING NEAR BOP, AND JUDGING BY THE REACTION OF THE UNUSUALLY
RECEPTIVE CROWD, WALTER AND HIS BASS-DRUMS-SAX OUTFIT ABSOLUTELY NAILED ONE OF THE
BIGGEST GIGS OF HIS LIFE."
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